July 1, 2008

Dear Upper School:


Well, I thought that it might be nice to make contact with you as we reach just about the mid-point of our summers prior to returning to school.  Many of us are on campus, although with irregular schedules of service, constructing charts, schedules, letters, exchanging data, and so forth.  Mr. Perkins is very hard at work developing the academic schedules for all of our students and teaching schedules for our faculty.  He has finalized one or two grades levels with the usual numbers of exceptions.  He will be away from campus for about two weeks following July 4th in Boston working with representatives of the “WhippleHill” software which will update and replace much our previous software used for information and communication.  The new webpage and software will be an easy transition for use by our community and will in place for the beginning of the school year.


Mr. Perkins is not prepared or ready to do so, but in a few weeks you will have access to taking a peek at your fall schedule online.  This will give you an opportunity to ascertain the courses that were able to fit into your requests from last spring.  If you see that you have not been assigned to a class in which you were hoping to be enrolled, assume that there is a conflict in the periods offered with one of your other selections or the class or classes are already at capacity.  I can assure you that Mr. Perkins when faced with request conflicts has look at every possible option to meet your original requests.  Your schedule may not be available online, when Mr. Perkins is ready to post them, if you have not submitted your health records and update requirements.  Access to the schedule is being tied into the submission of those materials.

Ms. Woods and I have been working with the details of completing the previous school year and preparation for a new edition of a school year.  So and I will also be away for a portion of July, recharging our batteries and preparing for the activities and high energy pace of the return to school.


We will be welcoming as of the current date, twenty-two new students to Episcopal High School and our community.  They are still families interested in participating in the Episcopal community and visiting campus so those numbers may certainly expand.  Then our younger classmates who made up last year’s eighth grade will be joining us too.

Mr. York and his facilities staff completed the painting of the student center a week or so ago, and has certainly brightened up that location. It looks great and thank them when you have a chance, because the time they spent completing that task has certainly made a difference.  He is awaiting the arrival of a new, even larger, bulletin board to be placed on one of the interior walls for student messages and details.


One of my tasks in conjunction with some of the other administrators is to review and modify the Student/Parent Handbook for the coming year.  Some of the adjustments are simple such as dates and times.  In other cases some modification of the language and verbiage used in the previous edition has been modified.  There have been no major changes, but when it is published online and in hard copy, it would be wise to scan it for any adjustments.  The uniform profile is the same as last year.  Skirt lengths haven’t changed in the handbook, belt requirements and sock requirements are the same.  We don’t need to be chewing gum on campus, or using a cell phone in a building.  All of these are obvious, but a few of us need to get on t the same page as the rest with this behavior. We need to continue to do better work keeping our campus cleaner.  One of my surprises last year was the numbers of individuals who served detentions for silly rules violations.  I can’t imagine that anyone enjoys serving a detention for anything, much less an avoidable one for a uniform violation.

I believe that we had a terrific school last year, and I am grateful to all of you for your help in having the positive atmosphere that was so apparent last school year.  Naturally I expect that to be the way our year begins, and in that vein I do look forward to seeing you when school starts.  I have been lucky enough to see several of you this summer.  It seems like in each case you were bragging about what you were doing or about to do this summer, while I toiled away daily in the office.  Thanks.


If you haven’t begun your summer reading now would be a time to begin.  Remember that the assigned readings will be discussed and assessed in your English classes and some cases your social studies classes.  The community read, The Last Lecture, will be discussed in your initial advisory meetings.  For those of you who are not familiar with Dr. Randy Pausch, he is a man with a terminal illness and with a positive outlook on the remainder of his life.  For those of you into “virtual reality”, this was Dr. Pausch’s field.  I won’t give anything away, but he gives you access to “Alice”, a software program which will interest many who are interested in that type of creative arena.

In just a few weeks you will be receiving a communication in the mail with the paperwork, agendas, etc. relative to the start of school.  Please be on the lookout for that mailing.


Enjoy the remainder of your summer, and please be careful.  

